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 Broken Dreams 
Dreams make life worth living. John Steinbeck explores the meaning of dreams in his novel Of Mice and Men. This novel focuses on two friends George and Lennie, who share the same dream with a lonely ranch hand by the name of Candy.  For George, Lennie, and Candy dreams are hard to hold on to because they merely get lost in them. Dreams quickly give these three characters a new found hope, and just as fast their dreams begin to fall apart.   

 

The beginning of George's and Lennie's dream starts to unravel when they arrive at the ranch. Lennie and George are looking for a way out of their itinerant lives and searching for somewhere they belong. At the ranch, while George and Lennie are in the bunkhouse they start to become lost in their dreams and far from reality. George again tells Lennie, what could become of their dream: "‘We'd just live there. We'd belong there. There wouldn't be no more runnin' around the country and getting fed by a cook. No, sir, we'd have our own place where we belonged.’" (pg. 57) Since the story first began, Lennie repeatedly asks George to tell him about the dream they share. When they arrive at the ranch, George begins to reveal the mystery behind their common dream, which doesn't just involve a place of their own but more of a place to belong, somewhere to finally call home. This conversation exposed their true dream, shadowed by the honest feeling of just belonging. 

 

                As Lennie and George speak of their seemingly distant dream, they befriend Candy, a lonely ranch hand with the same dream. They first discover that they all share their dream of belonging while they're alone in the bunkhouse. George, Lennie, and Candy develop a plan to make their dreams come true which appears so real because they feel as if they found hope: "They fell into silence. They looked at one another, amazed. This thing that they had never really believed, it was coming true." (pg. 60) After they all discover their lone dream, it seems to become a reality. Each one of them shares something in common, other than being a ranch hand. George, Lennie, and Candy have a new found hope and the burning desire for a dream. 

 

                As their dream becomes more of a reality, it quickly takes a tragic turn. Just as they begin to feel their dream coming true, it crashes and burns, while all their hopes and dreams fall apart. This terrible turn of events began when Lennie had just killed Curley's wife. George reconsiders their dream and reflects on the damage that has been done: "George said softly, ‘I think I knowed from the very first. I think I knowed we never do her. He used to like to hear about it so much I got to thinkin' maybe we would.’"(pg. 94) Blinded by the sure vision of their dream, they became lost in it. They were so imprisoned by their divine dream; they never     imagined something could go wrong. Their hope overshadowed their doubt, and left them with the shattered pieces they once believed to be a dream. 


In conclusion, dreams come about just as easily as they fall apart, which is unfortunately true for George, Lennie, and Candy. Dreams were the reason that brought these three characters together, and they were the same reason that torn them apart. Sometimes dreams are not meant to come true but they can make life worth living, which was proven true for George, Lennie, and Candy. One dream gave them everything hope, desire, and loss.
